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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is in response to the application filed 06/22/01 . 

2. Claims 1-42 have been examined. 


Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

4. Claims 1,2,4,5,7-25,27, and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 

anticipated by Lim et al. USPN 6,434,619 (hereinafter "Lim"). 

Regarding claim 1, Lim anticipates method (Col.23: 9 to Col.24: 7), system 
(Col.21: 45 to Col.23:8), machine readable (Fig. 3, see Database) and apparatus (Fig 
2), comprising: 

receiving a set of configuration parameter change requests within a transaction 
(Col.3: 53-57); 

checksetting the set of configuration parameter change requests within the 
transaction (Col.6:1-5, see status and statistics); and 

executing the set of configuration parameter change requests within the 
transaction (Col. 3:55-60, see processed). 

Regarding claim 2, the method of claim 1 wherein said receiving a set of 
configuration parameter change requests within a transaction comprises receiving 
requests to change at least two configuration parameters of a module (Col.4: 52 to Col. 
5: 20). 
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Regarding claim 4, the method of claim 1 wherein said checksetting the set of 
configuration parameter change requests within the transaction comprises requesting 
validation of configuration parameter change requests (Col. 13:1 5-1 7, see verify). 

Regarding claim 5, the method of claim 1 wherein said checksetting the set of 
configuration parameter change requests within the transaction comprises receiving a 
response to requesting validation of configuration parameter change requests 
(Col.5:15-20). 

Regarding claim 7, the method of claim I wherein said executing the set of 
configuration parameter change requests within the transaction comprises rejecting 
configuration parameter change requests (Col. 12:55-60). 

Regarding claim 8, the method of claim 1 wherein said executing the set of 
configuration parameter change requests within the transaction comprises deleting a 
temporary configuration parameter change requests database (Col. 11:1-7). 

Regarding claim 9, the method of claim 1 wherein said executing the set of 
configuration parameter change requests within the transaction comprises requesting a 
change to a configuration parameter in a module (Col. 14: 25 - 35). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Lim anticipates an apparatus, comprising: 

a configuration manager (Fig.2); and 

a module coupled to said configuration manager (Fig.2, also see Fig. 3, For 
CLIENT Ul Module). 

Regarding claim 12, the apparatus of claim 1 1 , further comprising a management 
client coupled to said configuration manager (Fig.2, see CSM, CSM agent, CUSTOME 
END-USER BROWSERS). 

Regarding claim 13, the apparatus of claim 1 1 , wherein said configuration 
manager comprises a microprocessor coupled to a memory device (Fig. 3, CSM 
AGENT and DATABASE). 

Regarding claim 14, the apparatus of claim 13, wherein the memory device 
comprises memory to store configuration parameter change requests (Fig. 3, see 
Database utilitly, EVENT LOGGING). 
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Regarding claim 15, the apparatus of claim 11, wherein said configuration 
manager comprises a microprocessor to checkset and execute configuration 
parameter change requests within a transaction (Col.6:1-5, see status and statistics 
Col.3:55-60, see processed). 

Regarding claim 16, the apparatus of claim 11, wherein said module comprises 
circuitry to perform a function of said node (Fig.3, see client Ul module). 

Regarding claim 17, the apparatus of claim 11, wherein said module comprises a 
module to validate a configuration parameter (Col. 13:15-17, see verify, also see 
(Col.5: 15-20). 

Regarding claim 18, the apparatus of claim 1 1 , wherein said module comprises a 
module to transact with a management workstation (Fig.3, see Client Ul and SERVICE 
MGMT module). 

Regarding claim 19, which is the system version of claim 1, see rationale as 
previously discussed above. 

Regarding claim 20, which is the system version of claim 12, see rationale as 
previously discussed above. 

Regarding claim 21 , which is the system version of claim 15, see rationale as 
previously discussed above. 

Regarding claim 22, the system of claim 19, wherein said station comprises a 
server (Fig. 3, see SERVER MGMT). 

Regarding claim 23, the system of claim 19, wherein said station comprises a 
workstation (Fig. 3, see CLIENT Ul). 

Regarding claim 24, which is the machine readable version of claim 1 , see 
rationale as previously discussed above. 

Regarding claim 25, which is the machine readable version of claim 2, see 
rationale as previously discussed above. 

Regarding claim 27, which is the machine readable version of claim 4, see 
rationale as previously discussed above. 

Regarding claim 28, which is the machine readable version of claim 5, see 
rationale as previously discussed above. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 3,6,10,26,29, & 30 - 42 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Lim et al. USPN 6,434,619 (hereinafter "Lim"), as applied in claim 1 , 

claim 9 and claim 24, in view of Bigo et al. USPN 5,261 ,099 (hereinafter "Bigo"). 

Regarding claim 3, Lim discloses all the claimed limitations as applied in claim 1 
above. Lim doesn't explicitly disclose wherein said receiving a set of configuration 
parameter change requests within a transaction comprises receiving configuration 
parameters in an incorrect sequence. However, Bigo does disclose this limitation in a 
similar configuration (Col. 14:55-60). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine Lim and Bigo 
because, being able to detect incorrect or erroneous or invalid request during 
configuration would make the system more secure and maintainable. 

Regarding claim 6, Lim discloses all the claimed limitations as applied in claim 1 
above. Lim doesn't explicitly disclose wherein said checksetting the set of configuration 
parameter change requests within the transaction comprises determining a corrected 
sequence for configuration parameter change requests. However, Bigo does disclose 
this limitation in a similar configuration (Col. 14:65-67, also see Col. 15:40-50). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine Lim and Bigo because, being able to detect valid or 
correct request during configuration would make the system more secure and 
maintainable. 
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Regarding claim 10, Lim discloses all the claimed limitations as applied in claim 1 
above. Lim doesn't explicitly disclose wherein requesting a change to a configuration 
parameter in a module comprises initiating configuration parameter change requests 
within the transaction in a corrected sequence. However, Bigo does disclose this 
limitation in a similar configuration (Col. 17:33-35 Col. 15:40-50). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to combine Lim and Bigo because, being able to detect valid or correct request during 
configuration would make the system more secure and maintainable. 
Regarding claim 10, the method of claim 9. 

Regarding claim 26, which is the machine readable version of claim 3, see 
rationale as previously discussed above. 

Regarding claim 29, which is the machine readable version of claim 6, see 
rationale as previously discussed above. 

Regarding claim 30, which is the machine readable version of claim 10, see 
rationale as previously discussed above. 

Regarding claim 31, Lim discloses a device, comprising: 

a port to receive a set of configuration parameter change requests within a 
transaction (Col.3:54-57). Lim doesn't explicitly disclose determining a corrected 
sequence for the transaction via validation of a change request within the transaction. 
However, Bigo does disclose this feature (Col. 14:65 - Col.15:15). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to combine Lim and Bigo because, being able to detect valid or correct sequences 
during a request for configuration change would make the system more secure and 
maintainable. 

Regarding claim 32, the device of claim 31 , further comprising a management 
client module to bridge the change request from said port to said configuration manager 
(Lim, Fig.2, see CSM). 

Regarding claim 33, Lim discloses all the claimed limitations as applied in claim 
31 above. Lim doesn't explicitly disclose comprising a temporary configuration 
parameter change requests database coupled to said configuration manager to store 


Application/Control Number: 09/887,956 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2122 

data to determine the corrected sequence for the transaction. However, Bigo does 
disclose this limitation in a similar configuration (Col. 15:10-15, see check). Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to combine Lim and Bigo because, being able to detect valid or correct 
request during configuration would make the system more secure and maintainable. 

Regarding claim 34, Lim discloses all the claimed limitations as applied in claim 
31 above. Lim doesn't explicitly disclose, wherein the module comprises circuitry 
coupled to said configuration manager to respond to a request for validation of the 
change request with a repeat call. However, Bigo does disclose this limitation in a 
similar configuration (Col. 14:64-67, for repeatable see consecutive, also see Col. 9:52- 
53). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine Lim and Bigo because, repeating or making 
consecutive requests for changing the configuration would increase the likelihood that 
the request would be fulfilled and hence improve efficiency. 

Regarding claim 35, the device of claim 31 , wherein the module comprises 
circuitry of a microprocessor coupled to said configuration manager and having a 
configuration parameter subject to the transaction to function as a run-time variable 
(Lim,Col.16:53-55). 

Regarding claim 36, the device of claim 31 , wherein said port comprises circuitry 
to receive the transaction coupled to circuitry to forward the transaction to said 
configuration manager (Lim, Fig. 3) 

Regarding claim 37, the device of claim 36, wherein the circuitry to receive the 
transaction comprises a network management protocol module (Lim, Col. 3:20-25, see 
SNMP). 

Regarding claim 38, the device of claim 3 1, wherein said configuration manager 
comprises circuitry coupled to the module to request validation of the change request by 
the module (Lim, Col. 5:15-20). 

Regarding claim 39, Lim discloses all the claimed limitations as applied in claim 
31 . Lim doesn't explicitly disclose a port to receive a set of configuration parameter 
change requests within a transaction. However, Bigo does disclose this feature (Col. 3: 
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54-57). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine Lim and Bigo because, being able to detect 
valid or correct sequences during a request for configuration change would make the 
system more secure and maintainable. 

Regarding claim 40, Lim discloses all the claimed limitations as applied in claim 
38 above. Lim doesn't explicitly disclose wherein the circuitry coupled to a module to 
determine a corrected sequence comprises circuitry coupled to the module to receive 
the response and coupled to a temporary configuration parameter change requests 
database to associate the response with the change request. However, Bigo does 
disclose this limitation in a similar configuration (Col. 15:10-15, see check). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to combine Lim and Bigo because, being able to detect valid or correct request 
during configuration would make the system more secure and maintainable. 

Regarding claim 41 , the device of claim 31 , wherein said configuration manager 
comprises circuitry coupled to the module to execute the set of configuration parameter 
change requests based upon the corrected sequence for the transaction. 

Regarding claim 42,^ Lim discloses all the claimed limitations as applied in claim 
31 above. Lim doesn't explicitly disclose wherein the circuitry to execute the set of 
configuration parameter change requests comprises circuitry coupled to the module to 
change a run-time variable of the module according to the change request. However, 
Bigo does disclose this limitation in a similar configuration (Col. 15:10-15, see check). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine Lim and Bigo because, being able to detect valid or 
correct request during configuration would make the system more secure and 
maintainable. 

Correspondence Information 

6. Any inquires concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Chuck O. 
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Kendall who may be reached via telephone at (703) 308-6608. The 
examiner can normally be reached Monday through Friday between 8:00 
A.M. and 5:00 P.M. est. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Tuan Dam can be reached at (703) 305-4552. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this 
application or proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist 
whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 

For facsimile (fax) send to 703-7467239 official and 703-7467240 
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